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CITY OF BARNWELL, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

MINUTES of the MEETING of BARNWELL CITY COUNCIL 
September 12, 2016– 6:30PM 

 
MEETING LOCATION: 

130 Main Street, Barnwell, SC 29812 
 
 

REGULAR SESSION 
 
Barnwell City Council met in Regular Session with Mayor Edward Lemon presiding. 
 
Council Members Present:  Mayor Edward Lemon, Mayor Pro Tem Pickens Williams Sr., 

Benjamin Duncan, W.C. Black, Robert Pattillo, Steve Walling  and 
Billy Dozier 

 
Others Present:   City Administrator John Zawacki, Clerk & Treasurer Kim Vargo, 

City Attorney Thomas Boulware, Police Chief Reuben Black, Fire 
Chief Tony Dicks, and Community Development & Tourism 
Director Lynn McEwen. 

 
Ms. Laura McKenzie of the People Sentinel was also present. 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Lemon called the meeting to order and led with a prayer.  
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
-Mr. Lon Walsh who lives on Academy St. stated that speed limits need to be posted on 
Academy St., Washington St., Franklin St., and Hagood Ave. He is concerned about speeding in 
the area, especially in the mornings.  Mayor Lemon told him that the City would have to request 
the signs from the SC Highway Department.  Mr. Walsh was also concerned about limbs 
hanging over the sidewalks and blocking them. Administrator Zawacki said he would look into 
his concerns. 
 
-Mr. Robin Rucker with the American Legion Department of SC informed Council that 
membership in Barnwell County has gone down.  He is in charge of membership and wants to 
revitalize membership so area veterans can get benefits.  He asked for Council’s help by having 
them attend a meeting in November that is currently in the planning stages.  He will inform 
Council when the plans are finalized. 
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-Byron Brown stated that his concern is that recreation and athletic facilities have taken away 
everything for softball and baseball.  There is no place to practice.   Citizens must pay to use the 
new fields and they are not accessible to children.  Mayor Lemon stated that the City will look 
into his concerns. 
 
-Terrance Wallace stated that he was with the Barnwell High School Alumni Committee and 
they wanted Council to reconsider their request to rent Fuller Park for a Homecoming cookout.  
He said about 1,000 people attended it there last year and there were no problems except for 
parking issues.  Police Chief Reuben Black stated that closer to 2,000 attended the previous 
year’s event and traffic on the four lane was a nightmare.  The police department received 
numerous complaints.  Chief Black said he did not have the manpower to work the event. The 
denial was based on safety and liability issues, the event was too large for the location.  Chief 
Black had suggested they look into using Veterans Park but the committee said the request was 
denied because it was not a memorial type event.  Councilman Walling suggested that they 
contact the school and see if they could use the practice field. 
 
 

EDC UPDATE – T. BOYLESTON 
 
Mr. Tommy Boyleston has been the Barnwell County Economic Development Director since 
April and he wanted to officially introduce himself to Council.  He gave Council an overview of 
the EDC and an update of activities since April. The purpose of the EDC is to bring new industry 
to the County, work with existing businesses in the County, and develop a better business 
climate in the County. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 1, 2016 PUBLIC HEARING AND 
REGULAR SCHEDULED BARNWELL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Williams made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2016 public 
hearing and regular scheduled Barnwell City Council meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Pattillo and unanimously approved. 
 

 
RESOLUTION COMMITTING THE CITY TO PROVIDE A $1,250 LOCAL MATCH 

FOR MASC HOMETOWN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
 
Administrator Zawacki asked Council to approve a resolution that would commit the City to 
provide a $1,250 local match that is required to apply for a $25,000 MASC Hometown 
Economic Development Grant.  If awarded the grant money will be used to fund a study for the 
proposed public safety building on Burr Street.  Councilman Dozier made a motion to approve 
the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Williams and unanimously 
approved. 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE 
 
-We received a satisfactory in all categories on our yearly DHEC inspection of the WWTP. The 
report included a statement that the grit collector, grinder and digester needed to be repaired.  
The grit collector and digester have already been repaired and placed back in service.  The 
grinder will be replaced with a factory rebuilt unit in October.  This will complete all needed 
repairs at the facility. 
-The notice to proceed was given to our contractor for October 1, 2016 for the lift station and 
force main for Orchids. The reason for the October date was due to a 20 week lead time on the 
pumps for the lift station. The contractor will have 180 days to complete the project. We are still 
waiting for the final pre-treatment program from Orchids.  This has to be in place prior to us 
receiving their process wastewater at the WWTP.  Orchids anticipates that we should see the first 
process water at the WWTP in March 2017. 
-We submitted a grant application to RIA for a $500,000 grant to construct a new digester at the 
WWTP. The new digester will replace the current one which was constructed in 1954 and 
upgraded in 1984. We also submitted grant applications to Carolina Panthers Hometown Grant 
for $5,000 to complete the playground at Lemon Park, to PARD for $25,000 to refinish the 
basketball court at Fuller Park, and to MASC for $25,000 to do a study for the proposed public 
safety building on Burr Street. 
-I wanted to recognize all our departments for their work during the tropical storm on Friday.  
All departments worked like one team and did a great job keeping the city safe and clear of 
debris.  Some SCE&G customers lost power due to a tree falling on the power lines on Clinton 
Street. This also included the WWTP.  Our operators placed the plant on emergency generator 
power and we had no problems keeping the plant running. 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Water and Sewer (Councilmen Black and Dozier) - No Report 
 
Sanitation and Streets (Mayor Pro Tem Williams and Councilman Walling) - No Report 
 
Recreation and Parks (Councilmen Pattillo and Walling) –Administrator Zawacki read Director 
Davis’s report updating Council on football, cheerleading, park maintenance and upcoming 
events.  Ms. Davis was attending a recreation conference in Greenville. 
 
Police (Councilmen Black and Duncan) – Police Chief Reuben Black updated Council on the 
activities in his department for the month of August.  Chief Black stated that Major Martin has 
left the City for a job with the Public Defender’s office.  Brian Johnson will fill his position.  
Captain Johnson is a certified instructor for driving and firearms.  Chief Black stated that a 
lawsuit filed against the department 2 ½ years ago will go to a mediation hearing in October.  
Chief Black informed Council that his department has received funds from an Axis 1 grant 
dealing with traffic safety in reducing the number of DUI related accidents and deaths in 
Barnwell County.  Chief Black also updated Council on the recent storm. 
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Fire (Councilmen Duncan and Walling) – Fire Chief Tony Dicks stated that his department is 
short one employee. He will take applications from volunteers first and then advertise if a 
suitable replacement is not found.  The ladder truck is back in service and the repairs were less 
than anticipated.  Chief Dicks invited Council to the upcoming Fire Prevention Open House 
scheduled for the second Tuesday in October from 6 pm to 9 pm. 
 
Finance and Salary (Mayor Pro Tem Williams and Councilman Pattillo) –No Report 
 
Building and Planning (Councilmen Black and Dozier) – No Report 
 
Community Development & Tourism (Mayor Pro Tem Williams and Councilman Pattillo) – 
Lynn McEwen stated that she has been working with Chief Black and Chief Dicks to combine an 
open house for both the fire and police departments.  Lynn also stated that she sent letters to the 
high school and middle school principals to inform the students about the rules and regulations 
for them gathering on the Circle on Friday afternoons. Fall Fest is scheduled for Thursday, 
October 20th from 5 pm to 7 pm. 
 
Mayor Lemon welcomed the Boy Scouts in attendance. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Williams made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Duncan and unanimously approved. 
 
Council returned from Executive Session. 

 
 

ADJOURN 
 

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
        
 
       Submitted by: 
 
       ___________________________________ 
                   Kim Marie Vargo, Clerk & Treasurer 


